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The Prinrer to the Reader; 


[2 FEntle Reader , This diſcourſe came untomy hands 
N SES} not long fance from a. well-willer to the buſineſſe} 
| therein treated of , and I hearing that the Fennte- 

-— Countries are at this ime more then ordinarily o«| 
verflowne;have thought fit to publiſh the ſame , if hapily it 
way perſwade ſuch as are intereſted, to ſet forward the warke 
of Drayning,which would be both hmourable and. pr ofitable to- 
the Common=wealth, as I conceive | 
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Fennes. 


gB3>g Oncerning the drayning of the Fennes in 
da & the fix Counties of Norfolke, Suffolke, 


Cambriage, with the Ile of Ely , Hunting + 

ton, Northampton , and Lincolne, as well 

\ On this ſide Boſton as beyond, there ariſe 

y three. maine queſtions. The firſt ,whether ir 

would be honorable and profitable to the 

King, and Common-wealth 1n - generall, 

and to thoſe Countreys in particular , if ir 

Us mightbe effected. The ſecond, whether ic 

be Feaſable. The third,how a competent reward may be apportioned for 
them that ſhould undertake fo great a worke. 

For the firſt,the firſt argument 'ſhall bee the:counfel! and care of the 
State in everie 3ge {ince this Kingdome began tobe improved, appearing 
by- the many As of Parliament concerning, this buſineſſe, as againjt 
Weares, Gorces, Stankes,&c. begun the 9. of H. z.itterared the 25.0f 
Ed. 1. avgmented the-25.and: 45-of Ed. 3, the 21, of Rich.2+ the 1. and 
4 of Z. 4. And at length more diſtri&ly the 12+. of Ed.q. But m all 
theſe times" by reaſon of the turbulent condition of the State at home 

| andabroad,, the proſecution of Unis buſineſſe was ether altogether fore 
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A diſcourſe concerning _ © 
flowed , or ſo ſnatchingly perſned, that lirtlefruit- came thexeof. Burt 
in the peaceable time of King Herry the 8.-who wasthe firſtgreat Im- ? 
prover, and in whoſe time the miſchiefe was growne-to a great height ,- 
a ſetled courſe of Commiſion: of Sewers was cftabliſhed ;with a verze ©. 
endleſſepaver ſuch as hath neither length nor breadth againſt offendors, 
(it is the-word of the Statute ) not onely againſt.che forenamed incon=. 
veniences, but now for the maintehance,and increaſe 'of Walls, Dicches, ; 
Bankes, Gutters, Sewers, Goates, Caulices, Bridges, Streames and other : 
defences againſt inundations : by which verie names of things in the for-- 
mer Acts not mentioned, it doth appeare hov rhe miſchiefe was growne | 
almoſt paſt remedy before any ſufficient proviſion was publikely made 
for redrefſe.. Yea, although ithe Lawes of Sewers were ordained like Þ 
ARs of Parliament, not examinable by any other authority, as being the* 
moſt abſolute that paſſeth under the great Segle of England tuch was: 
my Lord Pophams yadgement ];yet fo boatleſſe ſeemedthe lavour unto 
the Countries aflited.that the wifdome of the whole Common-wealth: 
thought fit-to provide an other Act rwo yeares after to cor{traine the Þ 
Geatlemen of the Countrey under paine and forfeiture ro take the oath 
of a Commiſsion of Sewers as they ſhould be thereunto defigned. Inf 
this Age;alſo that royall Lady- Aargaret Counteſſe of Richmond,procit- F 
red an admeaſurement and diviſion of all the ſurrounded grounds on the F 
Norrhſide of Spaldeng, which before that time lay promiſcuouſly.: This: 
was a great worke, and 6f cxcel{ent uſe, notfor thoſe times only ,.but. 
the fruit oft hath continued ever fince, even unto theſe dayes,and will 
bee a grext gurd in this comnng buneſſe- whenſocver it is undertaken; Þ 
Neither did that royall Lady ret 1a this, but ſhe far her {clfe amongſt theF 
Commiſſioners: of Sewers, yea, andſer her hand to the veric worke:of | 
drayning, and .indeed-, hit upon the righe way : butin her worke there 
were ſome notable crrors-[the world not being then fo skilfull ] whichF 
- being followed by the negleR of the Country;in time forfeiged her gras 
tious intention. After herſtood up Charles Brandon Duke of Suffolke;, 
and tooke great paines to perfect what ſhe had begun: He went inro:the 
Country in perſon , and imployed all his authority init ; but vecauſerhe 
Conntry ſhould have borne the charge, -when he was” once paſſed onto 
Torte,nothing went forward that hee had projected, notwithſtandingÞ 
his many Ittters,and increpations, In the 3, .ot:#4. 6. the commiſſion 
of Sewers1vas made *perperuall , which by the former Statute of H."$ 
was toendure but twentie yeeres,and-in the 13::0f E/:z. it was cnadtedF 
that every particular-oomanſhon of Sewers ſhould continue For tennes 
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the drayn ing of Fennes, 


| yeres, Which before was limitcd to five; and that in the interim be- | 

F eweene the determining of one Commiſſion, and the Awarding of anc- | 

| rher;.the Inſtices of the Peace might 'execure rhe Commuſſion of Servers 

S$ for- a whole yecre. After that by theſe proviſions and preſidents mens 

F wits were a little ſet on worke, in the 29.-of E/!. ſome Gentlemen nnder- 

# tooke the recoveric of the Variſhes of Erith, Leſres and Plamſtead for * 

whoſe encouragement a <tatute was »made, That they ſhould have the 

moyetie of all ſuch gained Lanas,and eighth part of the ot ber mayetie,& 
hold it of the Qzeene as of the Mannor of Eaft-GreenWviich tz Seccage by 

Fealtie, paying a pennie an Acre yearely, and no T jth for 7.yeares. This 

LAT of Parliament-incouraged many men to undertake alto in rhe Ile of 

F=cy,and the countreys confining, & that with approbation of the State , 

becatiſe(laiththe Stztute)ſrch approvement wel be a great + ineſtimalle 

benefit to hey Majeftyher Heires &- Sygcceſſors diſburthening ber High- 

| *eſſe of many chargeable Barkes,& works of SeWers in thoſe ſurrounded. 

$ grommads, & in the increaſe of many cble Snbjelts by babitatioas being 

| there erctted;,c mm like fort, profitable tomany ber Highneſſe Subjets, 

E both bodyes Politihe, as Corporate, Who have eſtate of mheritance 5 0+ 

þ ther intereſt Within the ſame. The ſame alſo was the opinion of the ſtare 

$ m the 4th. of K:/ymes his raigne,when the Parliament paſſed an AR for 

| the nndertaking-. of Francis Tiindal, Henry Far,* Tohy Cooper inthe Wie 

E of Ely, which" A& gave themtwo parts of the Land fo to be inned and 

| Erayned,, and-immunitic of Tyth for 7. yeares after thoſe 7. yeares 

$ Wlich were alloted to them to,doe their worke in. To ipeake nothing of 
the improvement of Afari-Land , the Londoners proportion, and di- 

vers others, which though they-remaine chargeable to the owners,becauſe 

| the :generall drayning is not- eff:Red., yet doethey yeeld ſo great an 

F improvement , as well vitnefſeth how- aboundant 1t world berf thoſe 

| charges bya generall drayning were-prevented.. - wy | 

{ - But:if any-man beſide this Argument taken from-the conſent of ſo me-- 

$ Ny ages, wiſe and politick Princes and afſemblics of Parhament, doc de- 
fire to be. led into thoſe particulars whereby -it is probable they were 

+ moved, let him.confider , Firſt , the coſtiy-and:croubleſome meetings of 

the Commiſſioners of Sewers; Grievous [though neceffarie} Taxations , 

Hart-burnings, Emulations,' Controuethes , and inſupporrable charges,” 

for. cutting, clenfing, and repayring of Rivers, Draynes.Goartes, Shices, 

DanKce, and. ſuch hike coſtlyworkes of Sewers, ſo nuich to be-lamcared ; 

| 10 impoſſible ro be any other wayes prevented , then by a generall.dray- 
Tang of the ſcuerall Levels wherein thoſe Lands reſpectively doc lyc>- 
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A diſcourſe concerning 
Next, it would beremembred , that in winter, whenthe Ice is trongh * 
enough to hinder the paſſage of Boates, and yet not able to beare a ma 
che Inhabitants upon the Hards, and the Bankes within rhe Feanes , ca 
have no helpe of Food, no comforr for Body or Soule, noWoman -& 
ayd in her Travell, no meanes to baptize a Child or to adnuniſter the 
Communion, no ſupply of any neceſlitie, ſaving what thoſe poorgÞ 
delolare places can affoord. Moreover, it hath been the pokcie of} 
this State co demoliſh all places of defence, ſautng thoſe that be in the} 
hand of the Souetaigne power ; this only remaineth, whether we know} 
in the Barrons Warres, the Rebels upon the naturall trength of the 
place and abundance of proviſion there, reforted, as into a Faſtnefley} 
and to which purpoſe it mighr ſerve againe, if God and the wiledotef 
of our Governours were not watchfull at rhe Helme. What ſhould Þ 
ftpeake of the health of meas bodyes, where there is no Element good. | 
The Aire Nebulous, grofſeand full of rotten Harres;z the Water putrid” 
and muddy, yea full of loathfome vermine ; the Earth ſpuing, unfaſtyÞ 
and boggie; the Fire,noyſome turfe and hafſocks :- ſuch are the incanye, } 
ciences of the Drownings, | RED ( 
 Butifa man would atrend the manifold and greatprofits of Drayningy.| 
it were not hard to muſter a royall Army of them, Conſider firſt the þ 
. quantitie of the Fen-Levels valued at 500000 Acres, Mr.Cander ac» 
counts it from the edgeof Suffolkg,to Wainfier in Lincolneſvire,68.Mles, | 
and that is by the String ; but if you reckon the Bow of the Fenne- 
Which runneth up on both ſides Witham till you come within 2-mile of} 
L:ncolne(3s rotten a peece as any of the reft )we may well call it 80.Mes 
in length; in breadth it is much 30,more 20.{cldome fo littie as Io Miless: þ -- 
. a, goodly Garden ' of a Kingdome; yea a little Kingdome it ſelfe : as: | 
much and as good ground , 1t is tuppoſed as the States of the Laws 
 Conntrezs engoy in the Nether lands. FEE: 19s --" "FM 
For the riches of the ſoyle, if it were gained from the waters, much 
may be ſaid. Compare it with high ground, who will not preferre a les 
vell M:dow > compare - it withche grounds in the ſame rraft which lye-F 
but a yard higher thenir; ordinarily ler for 20. ſhil.an Acre and upwards } 
not about Ely and other good Townes onely, but.at Thorny- Abby my þ 
Lord of Bedford lets betweene 3 and. 400 Acres of rifing ground-upod | 
which the Abbey ſtands, for /300. li. per ammm, whereas the reſt ot tus” 
Lordſhip. of T horny, containing 16. or 17000 Acres of drowned ground, 
is eſteemed, asit now. lycth, of little or no.value : yet itappearcthby.the 4 | 
Hiſtoric of 1#i/t;ars of Haimeſbarie(vouchedby MriCamacn) who ned SF >. 
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the drayning of the Fennes: 
about 1200 yeeres ſince,that in his time 1trepreſented a very Paradicefs” 
' that in pleaſure & delight it reſembleth heaven it Jelf#gu the very Ala” 
' rifhes bearing Trees that for their ſtraight tatineſſe,and the ſame Without 
knots, ftrive torouch the ftarres. A P laine there is as even as the ſea,ywhich 
* with greens gra fſe alereth the = {ſmooth and level.that if any Wwalke 
' along the ficlds,they ſhal find nothing to tumble at. T here is not the lea Vis 
| parcel of ground that lyes Waſt and void therehere you ſhalt finde the earth 
' viſmp ſomewhere for Appletrees there ſpal you have a ficld ſet With vines 
Which either creep npon the ground,or monnt os high upon poles to [1 Hppert 
them.cc.For in thoie dayes Vineyards were very frequent in Ezg/and. 
The like may be ſaid ofthe Abby of Crowland,of the great Lordſhip of 
| + gs ve of al the reſt rhar conſiſt of parr dry & part drowned Lind; 
yet thoſe dry and drowned Lands are of the fame natureand where there 
1s any difference, the drowned is the richer ,. as appeared in the two ex- 
traordinary dry yeeres 1619 and 1620, when the edges of the drowned 
* Feanebeing dry yeelded twice as much graffe as the rifing grounds did. 
I ſhall ſpeake of a ſtrange thing,yet was i related by a Genricman intere- 
Ked in the place, and of good credit: Borrowgh great Fenne containeth ( 
abont ooo Acres ; this Fenne'is uſally ſo much ſorrouuded, that the dry 
places and allare not well able to beare the Inhabitants Carcle : in thofe. 
ror yeeres it was all dry and yeelded ſuch abundance of Foather, that 
they received, for a great part of Summer 50. I. a day for the ioyſting of 
Cattle, as they call it , out of the high Countryes. The like may be ima-- 
gined to be the condition of all the reſt of rhe Fens, eſpecially if the {4 
ground be ſmooth and free from Rafſockes. I will give you an inſtance. ; 
There isa brank in- Thorxy of 2 Mile long or more caſt up out of two 
Draynes of the moſt mirye Fens, which lying ſomewhat high, as being a 
Mona from Thorny Abbey to Peterboroxsh, is growne into very * 
fine and feeding grafſe..  — | En 
'And heere to prove the Richnefſe of the Fen-ſoyl let irbe obſerved, 
that where water ſtands all the Spring in barren Land, there will be no * 
grafleat all; -nort ſo much as where for want of rainc the Sunne burneth 
the ſoyle : andthis is a certaineargument of Steril or leanc Earth. Bur 
where, though. the waters ſtand, the Earth notwithſtanding bringerh 
forth Fruit, it is an argument of a fat and' luſty ſoyl, and ſo much the Sy 
fatter by how much-the fruit is courſer and larger ; for all- grounds 17 
that will afford novriſhmenc to Grafle,. will not ſuffice ſap enongh for | 
Sedge or Reed-z but on the contrary, that which will beare Reed: or 
 Nge inany quantity, is able to yeeld fap Enough for. nts of 
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A-dliſcourſe concerning p 
Grafle. So great a quantity therefore of rith Land. being gained, would: L 4 
mervailoyſly increaſe and ſupport the multitude of his Mujeſtyes ſubzesF x 
wherem conſfiſteth rhe glory and itrength of a. Kingdome.- Adde hereto:;Þ 'g 
che 21gmentarions of his Highneſle reveneves(for there are in the-Fenne,F 1 
if I remember a right; x16. Mannors belonging to the. Crowne. on the « 
South-fide of Boſter, Befides the great Honour of. Bwullingbrooke on theft | 
North,. containing about it by cſ{timarion 60000. Acres of .Fenn-LandgF 5 
xvhich was latcly ler for 18.li. a yeere to St.Vincent. Skinner )belides his 
Cuſtomes , Subſidics , Proviſions .-Caſnalties., &c... What ſhould 1 Tres; 
membec the profits which would accrew. to the Common-Wealth 2 The 
abundarce of proviſion for vitual , Fleſh, Fiſh and Whit-meates, the 
breede of Horles ſerviceable both in peace and for Warre, the Rich and. 
neceflary Marchandizes of -Wooll,Hyde, Tallow , Hempe., Rape, and: : 
{uch like; the tranſportation of the commodities of the Country - from; | 
place co place for the nſe »f the neighbouring-parts;the caſe of Trayellorsþ 
who. now are faine to make compaſic journies to avoid the overflowings, 
the . convoy of his Majeſties Armies if occaſion ſhould require, are allF 
publique profits, of excellent conſequence to the King and Kingdomes | 
tuch alſo would be the reſtoring of the . Navigation unto the Townes 0t.F 
wW1ſbich, Spalding and Waynflet,and from thence-up into the Countryes, | 
Theſe are publique benefits:and for. private, the drayning would increaſe; 
The revenery of many corporations, both ,Ecclefiaſticall and.c1vill, and; 
of many his Majeſtics- particular Subjzas, as well Lay-men as ReAors; 
and Vicars of many great pariſhes which now afford.,the Incumbents; þ 
yery ſmall meanes. There is one other great commodity. which 3; 
drayning will produce worthy to be inſiſted upon, and that is the ſecus»' 
ring of Sheep and other cattle from the rot, For it is a true thingy | 
that when the Fens yecld moſt paſturage, then they doe the moſt miſe | 
chiefs to men in their Sheepe and catrrell, thence is the common ſaying} 
ot the Country, From the Farme to the Fenne,from the Fenne to Ireland; 
Tae reaſon TEES rhe Feane js never ſo dry, but there are many watry: 
plaſhes , and much rotten Spire-grafſe init , where-with the Sheepe areiF | 
uſually cainted in the Summer-time, and whereof they dye in the Wins;| * 
ter, if men be not.carefull to ſell chem to the Butcher before : if they bee 3 
{o providenx, then is the country and..city roo.; fed with, unholefome*F £ 
food. As for other-cattle. rogether with the wet Grafle: .they flap up* 
#3ch an abundance of ſmall Stiklebacks, that when they dye of the rot gf 
or_be killed for vie, their Mawes will be found full of thera. --c ontrarie- | 
wie, in the Mariſhes beyond. Fainflet in Lincolnſvire, ang ſuch Mg .: 
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Fe the draynins of the Fennes. 
| FFhere the grounds be ſevered and trenched , it is hard to find a poore 
| man, though they ſit at-great-cents, for their- cattell are alvayes found: 
«Ad rhriving , and therefore ever merthandable :*or if they.come to 2! 
 maiſchance, -yet. fit for food. And that this was the opinion of. all the 
*Commilsioners of Sewers,appcareth by the Sefsions at Peterborough the? 
eighth of September , 1619. there being preſent rhe Lord Biſhop of 
Peterborough,the Earle of Bedford,Sr:Francis Fane $. 25:othet Knights : 
and - Gentlemen .commiſsioners of :Sewers, - affifted by a multirude 
of the country. They agrecd and concluded; That by adrayuingan ap- 
parent great profit would ariſe to the. Countries, and owners of Lands, 5 
that it would be without prejudice publik or private, And thereupon did 
decreethe defigne ſhould be proceeded in,& Yetermined to give all:laws- / 
. tallayd & zfliftance thereto,according to the extent of the: commiſſion 
| of Sewers. Whuch alſo was confirmed the 23.0f September following at.: 
Ely,and the 24 at Stalves.And the buſines was prolecuted at Cambridge 
the r5.0f O&.and at St. [ves and Harting.the 16.0f Oit.where there was | 
20.5, fetupon every Acre for the accompliſhmenr of the worke. FzD 
if : men deſcend nitto particular obzxtions, then :muſt ſeveral] - 
anſwers be given them. Firſt therefore. it: is .objeed, that they-finde 
Ile burthen of Feather upon the ground in dry yeeres then in wer. _ 
Fanfwer, it muſt bee confefled that ground-which beareth Reed or 
Sedge will not bce. ſo fruitfuil if it be dry;becauſe ſuch ranke traſh re-. 
quireth 2 great deale of moiſturebut when through want of ſuch ſtore - 
of moiſture it improveth into grafſe ( as in a yeere or two it will cer= . 
tainly doe.) then - alittle moxſture will ſuffice, as wee ſee in ordinarie - * 
Meddows. It will be urged that even in Medd owes over-flowin gs will 
doe goad.. It is true, if fo. bee the water remaine \nor. long npon the 
lope: bur to be ſurrounded, or to lycin the ſfudds , as wee tay, - three 
quarters or halfe a yeere more or lefle, doth miſchicfe not helpe the 
ground, I appeale ro the. -countrey if there were not in the yeere 
i1619.Many thouſand loads of Fother gotten where ſcarce ever any was 
had in the memory of man. Witneſſe the great ſtacks which were 
| thenſceneAll along che wild Fennes, as thick.,{ ro mens ſeeming thas . 
x0ad aloofe] as ſhocks of corne ina corne-ficld,and that of reaſonable 
good Graflc, For if the water be drayned , and the cold moiſture ce 
movedfrom the root of Recd-»ground,tharReed will in one Summer 
ceturne into Sedge, and 4hat. Sedge ſhortly into good Grafle, of - 
auch there hath beene aboundant cxperience' throughout the Fennes in-- 
SIE IGIA nd L600. 1 ud oo hoe ogge 
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' But the drayning, ſome ſay, will decay Fiſhing and Fowling. Lanſuwey, 
it1s neither poſſible por-profitable.to drayne Porſer wn Crewland,or ſome 
Deepes in the Eiſt-Fen beyond Boſton, or the Meares. of z#-itileſea,| 
Ramſey, &c. Which be the cheefe places for Fiſh and Fowle; For other} 
Fens, there are no Fiſh or Fowle taken in them, but onely in rhe Rives| 
or Draynes,z and-thoſe will-be both more in number and-more-entarged} 
after.the drayning, and the Fiſh and Fowle better contained in them,amlf 

' fo more eaſily goiten; For now the water overflowing all.theFowle age} 
fo deſperſed, that men cannot come to them (for there is nor, nor maſt 
- there be any ſhooting-in the Fen) and the Fry of the Fiſh 15 loſt or des 
 vbured #1 the Reed or Sedge, which in the deep Rivers and Draynes| 
would be ſecured. Bur allthis 15 nor. conſiderable in refpect of the great} 
benefir- thar will be made of Grafſle in ſo large proportions of excellent þ 
It will againe be objected, that alrhough the draining will be bene 
ciall ro the Lords and. Owners, yet. the: poore Commoner ſhall bee m | 
danger to lofe his Common by the encroaching Lords , or ar-leaſt when i 
ſach commonFens are recovered and fecured, the rich men-wilk-fo over-} 
charge them wich cattell, that. the poor man ſhall not be ableto-make 
any benefic , where now he getteth a poor living; partly bythe Paſturage 
of 2 fery Cowes , partly by his. labour in fiſhing and fowling, which la« | 
bour the rich man will not take. Now, faith the: poor Fen-man ,, we bave 
every. year arr Order broughe from Northampton, which layerh a Law 
upon therich,that they. oppreſſe-not the Commons. he meanerh the con» 
fience of waters which Growne 21}, This is a great objection and of cor | 
' ſequence, and hath rwo-parts. To rhe firlt parr, concerning the. Lords ers | 
cfoaching upon the Commons, Iknow not what proviſion the.State wall | 
rhink fir to make ; but there 1s already a' good caretaken for it in that 
very Act of Parliament which vas made for: approvements in this kinde) | 
the 43 Ez. Cap-11. the words betheſe, Provided alwayes, and be it en« 
atted, T hat this Att, nor any thing therein contained, ſhall not extend 
tothe impairing, diminiſhing, letting, taking away, or extingus/emng. 
the intereff'of the Communers,or any. of the,- or of the Lords or Owners of 
' the Soyle, in or to any part of the reſidue of the Waſts or Commons which 
_ 85 0t, or fhnll nor be ſet forth or aſnignedto the Vadertakers ; Nor to any | 
franchiſes or liberties, or waif, ſtray, Leet, law-day,nor other liberties to 
ve ufed or taken in the part ſo 10 the Pndertdhers aſſigned: But that as wel | 
the Commoners as Lords '& OWvners of that foy! ſhall and may enjoy thew | 
Cronens in the reſudne thereof. Toe ſecond pax ofthe objetion,tha | 
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thedraining of tbe Fehues. 
rich men: will over-charge the Common when i is ſecured ,. avd fo op. 
preſſe the poor ; Iconfefſeit is a common calamityin alluſtinted Com- 
mon, . and deferverh-a great deale of wiſdome and care in rhe-State.to 
prevent it, eſpecially in ſuch-rich Soytes. Two helpes: there: are 3. One, 
Thar the Commoner. who, divetleth ipon-or near the. Common will . 
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make- good ſhift if the rich man dwell but a mile off, asin the Fen it wyll 
ofrea be. 'But if the Land which 4s ſer our for the recompenice of the, | 
F drayoing-.be let, parc -to the :poorer ſort-at reaſonable rents, then. the. -!” 
poor man having ſeverall grounds: (adjoyning to the Common) whegelre [*: 
\ to-fuccour his, Catrell at need, and whereupon to ger Foather for thekr, 
he maj {hafe with his cich Neighbour ſo much the better. Ocher :belpe3 
know none but an :pportionment ; - which in the Fen will be more ditth- . 
culr.then in other ucdbnced Commons.,. becauſe in one Fei: many Town- 
{hips have intereſt of Common; and: yer rhere will be-enongh for all 
K'be well ordered, .. .:-. 23 50 BU £438 192 14010 3 + 
i, Tr us Farther obz<&ted, that if the drayning ſhould ſucceed, there will 7 
be then as much warit ot water, as there hath been formerly coo much. -I 
infer, that when the*River and Draynes are dorpened (which is a 
thing aſt be performed) they will hold a-world of water more theh 
they vow doe; andit will ordinarily be-held up/atfo to a ſufficient height 
by the Works for the drayning, except when a Flood is feared which if 
t come, there: will be. water enough and too much ;-if it come not, yet 
within a few houres, if the Current . of the water at the Workes be inhi. 
bited, the; Countrey-will be-fult enough : beſide, rhe partitions of the 
Land affigned for gecompence of the drayring, will in a ſhorr time make 
Diches enough to containe' mote water then rhe Cittell in thoſe parts 
will ufe.: and by common intendment, all good husbands will make 
Ditches. for. diviſions in their own grounds, and $luces to deraine or let 


ga the water at their pleaſure, * [OS | 

' Finally; foe williay, they are many times drayted rom Heayen, and 

thetefore need not mans helpe, True it is, that God. Almighty hath 

vo_and chem by rhe experience of ſome dry yeares, though rarely , the 

_ diffrence berween a Wilderneffe of water & a goodly green Meadow, 

. to: lead (them-by ſence (who are hardly governed by reaſon) co diſcertie 
what-may be beſt for themſelves and their poſterity ; of which grear 
dotument if they make ſiniſter nie, vaiuly tancying to themſcives thar 

| ichis ro mans reaſon impoſtible; rhey mnft be content to be puniſhed 

. According to reaſor. That is to ſay, whereas ſuch dry yeares ſhall have 

Eunk' ap. the. waters, if noc of the Rivers, yet of many of the Driypes, 
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- A diſconyſe concerning * 


which thereupen arc growne up and peſtered with weeds atidTibbiſhs 
it followerh neceſſarily, 'that upon the- next conflaence of waters inte 
that Levell:, the Sewers which . contained them 'being ſtifled, rlicy chav | 
bred a preater ard more feurefull Innndation, * tb eG ef VI] 
Beſide theſe there be certaine Tacite:and filent- objetions which ſortis 
are either afraid, or aſhamed to utter ,and'yet are obſtinately povernee 
by them. - I will name-but wwo : The one is, the loffe of their Land 
The other is, meere.envie; or ifyou will give it a gentler name, Private 
Emulation. The former] may morc: boldly avouch , becauſe ir pleaſe 
his late Majeſtic to faſten upon ir when he. gave gratious a1dience- ton 
Hearing of this buſineſſe inthe yeare 1619. - viz. .The Lord or Owner 
had rather be {aid rode Lord or Owner of 1000, Acres though they be: 
ſcarcely WOorrcn to him 1 CO, {hill. in the.yeare c then part vath FOO. ro 
make the reſt worth 500. Angels by the yeare :: In ike manner the Come 
moner. Reaſon for this if they coula give any, it is likely T alfo were abls 
to render ſome; bur in truth I canuot,nor any ſhaddow of reaſon, bur as 
a fullen Bird rhat is taken when it 1s 01d will rather dye then feed ; fo# 
Aich Fen-men, not.conſidering that though the alortinent for rhe reward 
of drayning ſhould bein and, yet.the expence being neceſlarily to bet 
money, much of the Land muſt be fold for ſupply:rhercof, which they: 
that are ablc and willng may purchaſe, before any other , to keep. the 
inkericances intire,. being exceedingly improves - For Emulation it'is 
ſo notorious, ſo diffufive avice amonglt them, as « man-may imagine it 
ro be bread there, as Hydra was in the, Fen of Lena... I will put a caſes 
Tohn a $tile hath 2000, Acres in the Fen worth him hapiy 50; lie a yearc,, 
and no other Livelihood, 1obz 4 Nokes hath 200, Acres in che fame Fen 
worth 59.. a ycare, but beſides he.hath an Inheritance of 3ooultc at yeare; 
and thinkes himſelfe, and fois , a Gentleman of ſome reckoning, tha 
other is but a poore man and lives hardly. When the queſtiot- of the 
drayning of the Fens comes, [obr. a Stile is glad. and promoteh it allhe 
may : But Tobn.a Nokes his rich Neighbour ( what faith he) thall Ton a 
Stile be a better man thenT, who hath beene alwayes glad ro ſhrogd 
himſelfe under my wings , that I cannot, I muſt not endure ; For if ths 
Fen be drayned, his Land may be worth 500. 1. ayeare , though he pare 
with onchalfe ſor the drayning « my improvement will be little worth; 
no drayging therefore a conſent. But enough in an unpleafing Ar- 
| guenen , It being againit,my diſpofition to have bur touched fo hartha 
0 [ ng. . | ; G 
Having thus long held the Candic $9 the Sunnexhat is, proved. what 
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the draynms of. Fennes,. 


 . noreaſorable min can denie , that the drayning- of the Fens in the fix” 


Eotnties will be both honourable and profitable ro the-King and King. ' 


I dom&and-many particnlar perſons, and anſwered the objections which- 
folic ignorant , or wilfull people ſtand moſtupoh, give me leave to pro 


ed to the-ſecond Queſtion, that is,wherher it. be feazable or fo. - 
Fiſt, - Let: it befor the time admitted, nor granted , that this great * 


worke cannot be accompliſhed ; I aske' whar ſhall the-Countrey looſe >*- 


For they that gndertake ir;muſt have no- benefit til the worke-bedone,”- 
Ifit be not done, they indeed looſe” both labour:and coft;che Cotintry- 
looſketh nothing,but on the contrary muſtpaine. much;-Foryt cannor' be* 
indeavoured rthar all the Fens ſhould be drayned, bat at-leaſt, fome muſt 3 


-neceſſarily reap great benefit, all ſome, by ſuch mdeavour. Bur che' wiſe- 


dome of the: Parliament 'thoyght the worke feazable , and that nor long 


theſe.:z#herein 3t 15 apparent to ſuch as have travailed in execution of | 
theCommiſſion of Sewers in the Iſle of Ely and Counties adjoyning that 
the Waſts,Commons, Mariſhes, and Fenny-gronnas there ſubjetFro\ſar-- 


| ſincexo wit inthe laſt Parliament of Queene Z/zzabeth, the words ate * 


© /% oo. 


rounding,may be recovered by shilfull and able wndertakers. And thes 
Commiſfioners of Sewers at Peterborowrh the 8. of Septemba6ryg.were ) 
reſolved of the poſibility of the ſame.But what are the reaſons men think - 
the Fens cannor be drayned?Forſooth,becauſe many and grearmen have” 
attemptedic and fiyied : as if all wiſedome and inffpht were confer'd'on : 
great men. It -may be their miſſes have taught other” men wiſedome x - 


thereisno-greater.advantagethen to learne by other mens loſſes, Hence 


. tis that we ſee many things performed every day which bur fore-fa.. 


thers thought bootlefſe ro attempt : beſides the- cauſes of miſchiefes and. 
lo the: remedies are often times nor perceived rillthe miſchiefe be per-- 
iced. But will you give me leave to render you alſo a reafon-why + 
thoſe many and great men - failed in their enterprizes?'I hotdir fora _ 
certaintie, that it is utterly unpoſible ro drayne, or fruitfully to-reco- 
ver any notable part of the Ferzunleſle all that Levell of Fen whereof it is 
apart, be joyntly recovered. And this hath beene aboundantly proved: 
by the mifaciige of all particular workes, except Marſhland , and thar- 
+ 2 0M by imbanking, partly.becanſe it lycth onthe ont-ſtde of all rhe: 
reſt next the Sea and adjoyneth upon. the excellent-our-fallof Zine ; 
partly alſo,becauſe as much coſthath beene and is beſtowed nponur , as 
rhe yerie Soyle is worth, for it now coſts.about 3ooo. h. a yeare -ro 
mantaine the Bankes, and ſo the medicine hath-beene as: 111 as - rhe; 
diſeaſe, .Somc-thing might be ſaid alſo for Holiand-E low by South: of 
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Spalding, which is bettered by the banks, but neither recovered nor.ſg« | - 
cured, and likewiſe of #7alderſey and ſuch portions. But for the draya 
ning of. all together , my Lord Pophams of worthy memory may bee at 
example ſomewhat to tay . mens.mindes from thinking ic ſo uctecly imaf 
poſſible , who being a wiſe experienced-Gentleman, and of better cſtarey 
then thar he ſhould be contented wilfully to caft it away, yer was veryf 
deſirous to have adventured upon the-drayning of all Cambridgeſpirg;} 
and the Iſle of Ely , and ſurely had put it to the hazzard, if he had lived} 
but two:ycares longer. Burt if T may fpcak withour difparagement © 
his wiſdome, that- conrſe which he intended (forT have feen his Card} 
and the wayes he intended to work) would rarher have bettercd much, | 
then wonne or ſ{ccured any. 147) 1: $4959 
Afﬀer his time, and not above 13 or 14 years ſince, his Majeſty and} 

the Lords were fo afflicted with Peritioners out of thoſe parts, allims | 
ploring helpe againſt thar common calamity (whereof they'are. row } 
againe. made ſenſible) -that it was thoughr fir by the State: ro ſend | 
Si Clement Edmonas co take view ofthe conntrey, being afhitted by the 
Lords and other Commiſſioners of Sewers. In which his Perigrination 
(for it was af uncouth aud wilde way he went, 8 2 long time he ſpenc in | 
tearching unto every nook and corner} he obſerved with all dihgenco | 
whatſoever might invice him to think the drayning fexzable, or difcous | 

rage him from 1t. At lengthyin rhe recurne of his Report to the Stacc, he 

relolycth that it may be done. Yet not probably by aiiy conſent of che 

Countrey, or f1ch as arc intercſted in the Lind, but rathec by. others; 

I His reaſons I forbear here ro touch npor. Atcer thar, rhe right noblg 
z Patriot, the Earle of Arazge/, by direqtion from King ames, and the | 
| advice .of the Lords of the Councell, made a journey into thoſe partsvs þ. 
promote thiFgcnecali drayning , as a buſinefle of great honour to his M- 
jelty, with whom zoyncd the honourable and worthy Commiſſioners of 
Sewers, and by an unanimous decree detigned nnto his Mageſty 120069 
Acres of the Fennes,to.enable him ro accompliſh ſo great a work. Which 
Decree his Majeity ratihed by his Royall aftent and accepration , and 
would; certainly have” performed the work Royally and Really ; faving f 
that h&eiwas art thar time, and unto his dearh, rakea and kept off by his 
weighty and important affaires of State. Since whoſe deceaſe:, his | 
Royall Majeity that. now is; hath greatly defired rhart the ſaid worke | 
mizhu be proceeded in, and for thar purpoſe, finding -thar he could not | 
prelently relieve rhe great- diſtrefſe rhe Councrey is now in-by reafon of. f 
cue Inundation, hath remitted uncothe ſaid: Commfſtoners the we | 
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the drayning of the Fennes - | 
|. med Decree to inable them to provide ſome other more expedite way 3 
for the. Cotmtrics reliefe. By all which it appeares thar, by the jadpe- 
ment of King [anmer,of the Lords of the Counſell,and the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers , the worke is fezzable and greatly defired, For the Soylc, I 
doubt not; it is well diſpoſed to a drayning, both becauſe it hath a fiffict- | 
ene. fall ro the ſea,and becauſe the Sewers (though with ſome difficulty 
and: greater charge which b the profit will farre furmoant) may be in a 
thort/rtime ſafficiently cafed.. That the Fennes have a Competent fall to 
the ſex; it is argument enough,becaule they at length empry themſelves 
into the Sea, which the deepe Meares doe not, Whether that fall bee 
ſufficient to emptie. them ſooner and with 3 ſtconger Current then now 
they. have, is che queſtion. I leave the particular fall of every levc!', how 
many. foote it-hath to the high wates marke to farther exaraination;eut 
it: 45 evident that: from the heads of rhe feverall draynes unto the iow 
water marke there is fall ſufficient. tient tee. 
Ic is alfo evident thar Deeping Fenre lyes lower then Thornie , Brey- 
rojerh Or Croy!and Fennes (whence alto-faith Mr. Cambdex ithath his 
name} yet hath the the Eaxrle of Exeter made aconveyance of thewater, 
from Deeping Fennes under Spalding river to the ſea, and that to fome 
good cif: & if the our. fall at tea were kept open :-whence it followeth;, 
that there is afall into the Sea out of the loweſt Fennes, and a deſcenr 
mich Jower then the bottome of Spalding river; and yer the Flood at 
Spalding is not one houre in ordinary Tides, and cotifequently the Ebbe 
there above 20; From which obſervation it may bee garhered,that a fall 
| "may. be had from- Spalding to the Jow water marke of twenty foore; 
Which fall being improved by-kilful-workemen will produce a ſtrange 
_ eſe; Thelike may befaid of F5ſbich,Glowet-Croſſe, Salters Load,8c. 
B:tt how that muſt bedone,andhow the in convemences therenponenſiie 
fg are -to' be;prevented 15the very Einſinixn ſacrum, the Miſtery of 
drayning,; which belongerh not to this place. For the ont falt ar ZLinne, 
Oman maketh queſtion vf it, onely the diffculepwillbethought robe 
in the placinp: of the- workes, which- will indeed, bee chargeable, brit of 
neceſſary and gxceltent uſe.” 1 would-have it alfo conſidered that within, 
theſe few yeares . the Tide from Spalding did-flow up beyond Crowtand 
td neere Thorniegwhere as nowthe Tides are ſeldome ſeene above Spal- 
ang; an evident argument that the Fenhes grow every yeare worſe then 
other. For the ont falls of #5sbich,and Spa/ding being daily moreand 
more choaked with fands from two ſea and mudd om of the draynes 
Which canoe now paſſe to ſea, rnd" the rivers flifles with weede for 
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«want of a current ; it comes to paſſe that the whole Fenne 1s now 1u1ndetÞ} © 
watct,though this preſent dronght hath} brought all: other Rtvers of thept 
Kingdome to a very Jow cbbe. Whick . miſchiefe 1f it grow-but afewf 
yeares. more (as it will certainely do if it be not prevented} the whole 
Tevell will be drowned perpetually and become of no ule ar all. Beſides, þ* 
thoſe waters growing deep in fo large a. levell,and bemgincreaſed byap'* 
Flood,z ſtorme of win.de will have-ſo  much-water toworke upon, thatF 
it will raiſe billowes as.in a Sea , the force whereofnerther the bankes off 
Marſh land nor of other inned grounds, nor houſes, nor bridges will beef F 
able to refit, What. then will become of the fiſhing. and fowling | the 
pruncipall Commodities ) when the game is diſperſed ſo wide, that it walth 
not be worth the labour and charge to -goc about to take them? What 
will become alſo of the multicude of poore people,yho now live{though 
very meanely )in thoſe Feancs by taking Fiſh and Fowle, by — 
Hafſocke,Recd, &c. and by tranſporting by their Boates ,paſſengers and} 
Commodities too and fro? Finally the Towneſhips and particuler meny * 
that live now ypoR the Hards,will be confined as-1nto ſmall Tandsinawf* 
open Sea : and even thoſe lands will be daily lefſened by -rhe billowesF Y 
which ſtormes will drive againſt them. on all ſides. Adde hereto that 
the Meares ( and #h:leſee Meare faith Mr. Canbaen is (1x: miles long, þ 
and three miles broad.) which have of late yeares much enlarged them © 
ſelves,being yet more deepned, and their-waves rayſed by ftormes and 6 
raging like the Sea,will dayly ſwallow more and more of the light Fen«þ* 
ry ſoylc bordering upon themy,and ſoar length may grow to an 1mmenſ(e,F7; 
both longitude and latitude, and make it truly Circunfuſa Palus. But * 
ro inſiſt a litle more upon the fall or deſcent of the Levell of the FennesÞF Þ 
into the ſea, it appearcth that the Ruver of Pererborough,| whole natu-} * 
rall Current as it is moſt plentifull,ſo his exceſſe is moſt 1nundant ) whidrh | 
ſhould fall our at Spalding,or at FWiſbich,or both, ifit had vent, paſſethÞ 
now on to Yhittleſea Meare;and fo runnes through the whole Ie, and f.- 
meeting the Rivers of Ouſe,Grant, Brandon and Stoke, overflowes all, & 
falleth our leaſyrcly at Zine abont threeſcore miles from his aberration; ; 
in which. cra& running upon a levell and.in- ſmall and cloyed draynes ,*| * 
makes the greateſt deluge: beſide, the-windes haying the advantage of | 
the waters when they are out, with greater violence 'then any banke.Þ* 
made of looſe earth.can refiſt, carry them wherher they liſt upon the:þ* 
face of the whole Fenne,becauſe they have no ſuch ſtrength. of .Currenk, 

as will violently lead them away : ſo that if the winde bee Northerly-an&F* 
ſiffe, it beaterh them toward Line ,and then the Fennec is ſooner i 4 
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the Srinbe of the Fennes. 


E but if it blow ont of the Eaſt or South, the whole maſle of waters 15 car- 


| ried from Liz ward,8& finding no other out-fall, continues upon the face 


$- of the Henne till thoſe windes remit, and the waters fall back to. Lime, 


where they find no very free diſcharge , becauſe they are/hojden upby 
| the Tide 12. honres in 24. and thence it comes thar it .A9y Flood happen 


1 April or after, the Fennes are loſt for that whole yeare. 
More concerning the poſſibility to drayne :the'Fennes need.nor bee 


Faid;this being no place fit to difborer the mantter. of the Wotkes orithe 


places of btoge whereon to ſet them, or the old or new draynes 


# that muſt lead unto chem. Onely thus much 1 think: fit toi intimate , 


that there is a great difference berweene theſe Fennes and the Levelsin 
Low-CountryesFor there theSea is higher then the'Land,and chere- 
their only way isby Banking to keep out the Sea, and then by Mils 
and other devices to heave out the water : which worke of banking. 


| ought be SY, chargeable and dangerous tor breaches, yet they 
1 EE co it,becauſe they have no fall to the Sea, and bc- 


are fo ſfcanted 'for MIX that the yalue thereof doth coun- 


q) {long that exceſſive charge : but with us in the Fennes all is otherwiſe* 
| why wehaye a fall ro rhe Jow water marke of more then rwenty foote 


to empty the waters into the ſea. we have abundance of rivers & - 


| con to lead themunto the feverall our-fals which may and muſt bee 


;but wee have nofirme earth in place ro make bankes, nor found 


© round tO place them upon. Beſides; the Land to. be gained will not de- 
$-iray that neither (iFall the (caſt be upon banks\Ycan it be ſecureto 
courage men tÞ anhabx, build, plant, and ſtock the ground to be gai- 
i ned, becauſe we have had experience that ſome few breaches in Marſh- 
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4 2d and other banked grounds have brought great deluges & deſtrudi- 


enroute, Cattle, on many of which are not yet regained, others 


held good at an exceſſive charge, and under deſperate e dangers. - 


There js alfo an other danger in Banking procured by a- ſmall con- * 


Emptible Vermine, they be Water-rats, 6. Ec make their holes in the 
þ Saks cloſe to the water when it is at the ſhalloweſt in infinite number , 


dee no hc upon the frie offiſh,do mulriply like fiſhes. Theſe burrough 


bankes, which being made of light carth,when the waters 


$9 rile and are von into them by the wind , many of thoſe holes are 


5 ' 'orne into one, and ſo the whole banke is in no long time demoliſhed;z 


aiſcefe which it is impoſible to remidy,and yer ſuch as will render all 
; nlutficient rokeep out the water , much more unſafe for men 
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to truſt nnto: if they. ſhould be deſirous to inhabit near them , or undep ; 
their. protection. Finally, the cure by banking is impoſſible for our Feng 
unlefle: the water confd be taken into thofe-banked draynes before it fal 
inro;che levell of the Fennes, that is to fay., as the rivers deicend fror 
the high ground ; otherwiſe the waters can never riſe to makeufe of th 
height of ſuch bankes, but will rather returne and'drown Peterborough : 
Deeping, Huntington, 8c. Therefore the way muſt be to begin at th 
Qurfals and-there to repulſe the ſalt water-and ſands., and by taking at 
vantage of the fall to low water:mark, to convey away the freſh; and lf 
ſand and other filte which.now choketh therivers and draynes. ;* :: ''} , 
-Bcſides rheſe. arguments againlt truſting to bankes in a cafe where! 
oreat adventures of mens perſons, habitations,and eſtates are to be borrf 
there is another argument againſt entertaining of Strangers ro perforit} 
this work, for. this Banking 15:the conceit of.Strangerswho are accuſtt 
med only; co banking at bome, And this is an argument firſt of honog;t 
condiy of ſecurity, thirdly of profit. .For the'marter of Honor; Now aft 
ver, we have reaton toinfift upon i, when the reputation oFour Coun 
is broaght into. competition: with our Neighbours, .who-:were wonttf 
bave their dependance-upon us, and;rebefe tron ns:: Is:the old Aciyit 
and ab:litizs of the Engliſh Nation (who in former runes were efteemq 
_ the greateſt; undertakers in. the Weſterne-parrs of rhe World) grown 
now fo dull and-injvtfticient that we.muſt pray in atde of our Nejghboiwy « 
tO. improve our owne D2maynes ?: The. Dake of Yenzce is-ſaid: to many} | 
Lhe ſea., as if he had with it but 2P5v5/um Imperiam 3 we have beencea} 
'wayes Lords of the fea, and our Common Law hath adjudged the featy 
be part of our Kingdome, ſhall we ſuffer that regality to become of 
noxious ro Strangers, and.nor that only, but the freſh waters within dif. f 
Continent,as tur ſelves.were not able ro-bring them'into order? Surep 
our great, plenty and abundanceof fruirfull Land hath been hitherto off i 
_ c3uſe why. this. improvement hath been negle&ed-:.:but of late the ble 
ſing of. peace hath.ſo mulciplyed our people under our laſt two'peaceti 
P:1nces, that we have tranſplanted many Colomes into Ireland,Virgimh * 
Ber muga, $. Chriſtopher s, NeW-England, &c, and beſide hach ftirredr}, 4 
men at home to gain much rich Land from the ſeas, and/in'particulart} 

- attempt upon'this ſurrounded Levell,wherein chat they have not hirhefy - 
prevailed, hath not been want of skill, or will, nor yer of endeavour. FÞ 
divers worthy men have appeared in the undertaking,. the laſt and wh 
thieſt. being our late Soveraigne Lord of bleſſed memory,. whoxhungt 
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the drayning of the Fennes. 
F it no diſhonovr to declare himfelfe an Vndertaker herein, but being 
trarfhted hence; hath left FEEEISERED SLIT 
ER T he hoxour ef this Work to Crowne the Raigne, - 
_ Of h:s dear Sonne, our nov dread Soveraigne. C 
For matter of ſecnricy; ſhall we eſteeme it of fmall moment fo put 
* into the hands of Strangers three or four ſuch Ports and Harbours, as 
$ Lynne, Wisbeach, Spalding, and Boftor will be ' when the out-fals {h*Hl 
E be opened ro Low water marke , and permit the Countrey within-arid 
| berween them to be peopled by overthwart Neighbours whoſe ſtrength 
$ and undertakings begin to grow formidable or if they quaile themſelves 
| muſt give place to our moſt ancient and dangerous Enemies, who will be 
| -ready enough to take advantage of fo many faire Tnkets into the boſome 
| ofourLand, lying fo near rogecher, that an Army landing part in each 
| of them, may eaſily meet, and ſtrongly entrench themſelves with walsof 
| water, and drownd the Countrey about them at their pleaſure 2 -This- ve- 
+ ry thing was objected by x worthy Patriot 1n a late Parhament, wherein 
2 Bill-was preferred for the admitting of Strangers to undertake this 
Work, and thereupon caſt out. * WM | | 
+ Finall;,if nothing were conſiderable but the matrer of profic,wold ir 
| be thought fic to give fo great a portion of our Land as the third part of 
that Level} co Strangers to empty themſelves into, andleave our owne 
Countreymen with ſo great travell, charge, and adventure, to 7ezk for 
$. ſears abroad in remore parts, when we may comfort both them! and: oir 
ſeives by placing them ar home ? Neither yet would I be underſtood ro 
bee fo cnvious to Strangers;, as that T had rather the warer then they 
| ſhould poſſefſe the Lind : bur rhe queſtion being whether ſhould | e pre- 
ferred to the undertaking of the work, Strangers or men of our owine 
Countrey, Tam out of doubt that no true Englithman will be ſcrupulous 
inthe choice. Yet I do engeniorſly acknowledge, that che induſtry of 
| ſome of our Neighbours, eſpecially the D.uchmen, deſerverh commenda- 
* tionsand imitation for enlarging themſelves into'the ſea,elpecially in,and, 
| bout Amſterdam, and ſecriring themſelves from the ſea, by coſtly and 4 1- 
| gcnions devices;- but ſufh devices are not proper for-our bufineſſe, whick 
| 15 to be performed in a far different manner, the exrour teading ws di- 
pF -"ctly- to the remedy which is meerly Natural: for Nature hath g.ven 
& 70 all Rivers and Waters,as well their courſes iſſues, and our-fals into the 
ſea, as the x Heads and Springs : and by the former hath as well provided 
for-the uſe of man as by the latter. This-guidance of Nature if ve fol- 
o | C 2 [ov 


- —— Q_——=—_—O—T——A——S - 
_— —_ — « om” ——— - — 


A diſcourſe concerning 
low, and adde Art as a Hand-maid unto it, we ſhall by removing the 
cauſe avoid allo the effeq; and by conſideration how the miſchiefe hat 
grown, learne to prevent it in the future; wherein the ſparing of c.Þ 
no frugality. But if it be queſtioned, Whether thoſe Englihhmenthar off 
fer roatventuce their eſtates and the repuration of their skill,be abletef 
accompliſh the buſineſſc?the anſwer is,Thar beſide that-they can demog 
dere their abilities, Whar prejudice can it be to any man to be an idk 
ſpeRaror, whileſt they expend their money and exerciſe their skill, thy 
requiring no recompence till the Worke be performed ? 
The third and queſtion is, How.a Competent. Reward may he 
- apportioned for them that ſhould undertake ſo great a Worke ? il | 
indeed hath beene the great and maine Impediment of the Drayning 
the Fennes,for many yeares ; moſt men intereſſed , being unable to dik 
burſe Money, and alfo unwilling to part with. any of their Land,of how 
lictle yalue fo ever it hath beene unto them,or how great ſoever the inf 
provement of the remainder mighc be : or if ſome were willing, yet theþ 
mindes of the-multicude have not beene unlike the Waters of the Fengs | 
which not being contained within due limits, bur. diſperſed abroad ove 
the ſurface of to great a.Levellare eaſily 1 interrupte in their courſe by 
the ſlender oppofition. of Flagges and Reeds : .even ſo, r&+ſc jw 
minds not being reſtrained by Authority, nor guided by ruke of Reaſonþ 
do ſtray into. ſeverall Opinions, and receive Impediment trom Oppoſy| 
tions as flender as .thoſe.. Weeds : ſome of them being not aſhamed 19 
alleadge, . that by:gayning of Grafle;they ſhould looſe their Reeds ardf 
Sedge,not conſidering the difference of their value. . But of late receb 
ving information from the King and his CounceLand the Commiſſioners 


of Sewers taking into their cooſideration, that the Wiſdom: of ſeverall 
Parliaments have thought fir to give a- part of ſuch Lands to thoſe that 
ſhould improve the whole,and pondering how great: the benefit of ſuch 
unprovement would beto them-and their polterity , have{{ not m 
yearesfince). fallen upon an excellent courſe ro encourage men of 

and abiliry ro. cmbarke themſelves in that Deſigne. Where ::. after 3} 
Tax rs upon.the Lands of that whole Countrydy the Acrg. ito cnable| 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers legally. to.conve _ thereof to beare Ul 
charge of advancing the whole,King James of bleſſed memory declaring: 
himſelfe to be the tay "1 Au of Sewers was cnactel at Cam 
bridge the 20+ day of February, inthe yeares of the-Riigne -of our latdþ 


SOveraigne Lord King James #08 England; Franceand Ireland;the 19-8 ; 
0; 
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the drayning of the Fennes 
| of Scotlandithe 55. Whereby was defignicd to'be granted to-his Majefty 
| forthe ſupportation of thar waſt.Charge,, 120000. Acres of the Fenne 
| Lalols,co be conveyed-unto his Majeſty, his Heares and Succefſors : thar 
| is to ay, out of every particular part , a proportion anſwerable to the 
| quantity of the Land, and the benefit that ſhould redound unto the Ow- 
ners thereof, ſo that inthe whole it ſhould accompliſh rhe ſaid number 
of.120000 Acres, as the Commaſlioners of Sewers, after a particularſur- 
ve, ſhould think fir to allot the fame. Which Lands notwithſtanding, 
| the King was not to have any intereſt in, or poſſeſſion of, untill either rhe 
* whole Fennes, or ſome notable part,were effeAually drayned, and fo ad- 
if © judged by the Commiſſioners, or a competent number of them. . The rea« 
(} fon why this Decree took no effect, was the many and important affaires 
* of State, wherewith his Majeſty was exerciſed the-whode time of his life, 
I} after the faid-Decree was enacted. . Whereupon all. the good intentions 
F and preparation, both onthe part of his Mi jclty, and the Commifſioners, 
& fell to the ground. 1 | | 
E - Since which time, thoſe. countries having. beene- grievorfly afflicted 
i} with the continuance and increaſe of Inundations, they are now by the 
ji hand-of God, not led onely., but conſtrained ro ſeeke fome-eftuall 
| meancs for ſpeedy reliefe.  Whereupen tome of them Yr met ready 
þ to periſh-by- che Waters, are-wont.) have reached ont their hands; to 
+ ttke hold upon ſuch weake and detective helpes, as the examples- of their 
ds} predeceſſors have left untothem, that 1s-to- ſay, /upon:particular Workes 
of Goates, Draynes,. Bankes, &c,/ not- duly weighing, how they have 
| formerly fayled thoſe thar- have laid hold upon them: Witneſſe the 
þ coſtly Dravnes of Adortor, Biſhop of Ely, called The: New Leame, 
i Clowes Caffe, Pophams Men, T he Londoners Loader, and\ many others; 
t& and themany miles of Bankes about Deeping, Thorny Walter Sea, The 
un Londoners Land, and infinite others : all-whichare now of little or no 
ſ} uf, though the charge of them hath-been ſo great , as if ir had beene 
i beſtowed 2v%.0nce upon-the penerall work would have gone farre to- 
| Wards ilvgaccomplihment of a Reall.Drayning , which long before this 
& time had inade 4 rich improvement. - Ochers-there are, who finding 
& the Diſeaſe of the Fen to be" like the Ropping of the Urine neere the fail 
gp ofthe Kidnyes; from- whence being: recnrned, it firſt fillethe. up all the 
| Veines of the, body, which before were nea? fnilwith blood); and-rhen 
8 drownes-rhe Patient: in- his' owne water : Of which Diteaſe there is no - 
it Poſſible: cure, but to remove the impediment nearthe Kidnyes ;; ſo ro 
" Tegaine .. 
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i  regaine” the naturalfOurfall. In like manner, the: waters that-annoy the 
Fennes;- doe - firſt. fill the:Riyers and. Draynes.; at whoſe ifſues. beeÞ- 
inp. returned. back 'by impediment they ' overflow and ſtiffe the wholgh 
Body of the -Fenne ; of which'Diſeaſe, there 15s no poſ{ile Cure, but thef} * 
opening. and ſecuring. of the Naturall Out-falls ; at which, the wholef 
Body of. the Fenne will equally. .and ſpeedily. unburthen it ſelfe, and ip 
recurne to that priſtine condition, ſo much extolſed tn the Monuments gf 
Antiquity, which gave' accaſion .of- erecting; ſo 10ariy famous Churches f 
Abbies, and other Religious Houſes, as fit habitations for thoſe people, 
who in all places of 'the. Chriſtian world have ever choſen the moſt far 
and delighs One ſoile, ſo: that they almoſt poſleſt themſelves of the 
whole Levell.: This then: being the only way for cure of that;grand Dif-F 
eaſe, under wh ch many thoaſand Acres of Ground, and (which mores)F 
many thouſand people do languiſh, thoſe only {ball approve their judge-| 
meats in this Cure, who themſelves enclive, and labuur to encline others} 
_ to further by Art that Naturall Re nedy. hw = 
Yet: how natural ſoeyer. this Remedy be, it cannot be-imagined that} 
ſo vaſt and enorme -a quantity of Land as theſe Leyels do containe canbeÞ 
drayned without a. huge  expence : and the preyention of the ſame mib-þ 
chiefe for time to Sette, apt Workes,will greatly increaſe if not double| 
the charge, beſide the neceſſary. proviſion to maintaine, nay. to- better the 
Navigation by. deepning the rivers, 8&c. Adde hereto the adventure of fo 
great. fummes. as are neceflary to be expended in thefe Workes ;, where- 
of- alchough ſuch as ſhall - undercake- the buſinefle, well knowing their} 
owne waycs:and meanes are (as behoveth them) ſecure, yettheir afſi-| 
ſtznts: (for without adventures, no private mans ability is able ro effeRh 
it) relying . upon. their credit and skill, hayc reaſon to-require no Litige-| 
ous, bur. a Legall: and pregnant aflurance of a valuable recompence which 
being. conformed to, the: Decree for the 120000! Acres before recited, F 
will be indifferent both for the Adventurers and the Qwners;, as it ſee» 
| meth was concluded. by the Commiſſioners before they enacted that Þ 


Here it,;may be. objected, {That many Noblemen and Gentlemen-n- 
cereſted in-thoſe Levels, will- choſe ragþer to disburſe ſome furames of 
money for: their parts to keep their inhericances entire , then part with 
any of their Lznds, The an{wer whereunto is, that a booke may beef 
made according to the Caftame of Adventurers, wherein every man 
char lifterh may write ſuch a proportion for his adycnture as will ine 
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# him to ſo many Acres as upon the ſurvey ſhall be ſet out ofhis Land to 
| make up the number of 120000 Acres. Out of which-alſo it muſt bee 
+ conſidered , that a good proportion muſt be ſer aparr for the perperuall 
+ {ſecuring of the Workes to be effected, as the Commiſſioners of Sewers 
+ in the forenamed Decree have juditioufly provided. 


Thus much being \colle&ed out of looſe papers which had lien long 


| by thewals, and tyed together , with ſome additions out of new,Obfer- 
F vations, is preſented by a friend to this incomparable defigne ; which if ir 


be effeed, will be regiſtred to all ſucceeding Ages , and haply this may 


| conduce ſomewhat thereto, with which,,if the Author be honoured, he 
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s well apayed, but if he be remembred to have caſt in his Mite into che 


| Treaſury he will exult, AEOLE 
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